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Beloved in Christ, 

Grace and peace to you in the name of Jesus Christ! 

It has been a while since we have been in touch with one 

another via newsletter!  During these unusual days of 

COVID-19, we have tried to stay in touch through 

worship via on-line and, more recently, by sermon-by-

phone; through weekly phone calls, through weekly 

emails and through the Holy Spirit.  The hardest part for 

me has been not being able to literally reach out and 

touch you, my dear congregation!  I look forward to the 

day when we are together once more, and no longer have 

to worry about COVID-19.   

The question I am most often asked is, when will we 

return for worship.  The guidance of the Baltimore-

Washington Conference is that it is up to each church to 

decide when it is clearly safe to do so.  In the spring 

time, I created a re-opening committee to create 

guidelines that will be followed when we do reopen and 

to decide when we discern it is clearly safe to do so.  I 

had hoped to reopen the building for worship on August 

23.  During a recent meeting by zoom, the committee 

decided it was still too early to gather for worship.  Our 

decision was based on the best advice of the parish nurse 

who is head of parish nursing for Washington County 

and an epidemiologist I have been consulting throughout 

this pandemic.  We have also been praying a lot about 

when and how to reopen, and the answer I have received 

in prayer is, not yet.  We will wait until we are certain 

that it is clearly safe to reopen, not just for a few of us, 

but for all of us  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have done a lot of fervent praying about reopening.  

Two scriptures in particular have guided me: 

2 Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will 

fulfill[a] the law of Christ.   – Galatians 6:2 

36 “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the 

greatest?” 37 He said to him, “‘You shall love the 

Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 

your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the 

greatest and first commandment. 39 And a second is 

like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
40 On these two commandments hang all the law and 

the prophets.”  -- Matthew 22:36-40 

A central premise of the United Methodist Church 

is John Wesley’s Three Simple Rules, the first of 

which is, “First, do no harm.”  My prayers have 

included how we can do no harm when we reopen.   

I truly love you as brothers and sisters, and that love 

means we have to decide when and how to keep all 

of us safe, especially those who are most vulnerable 

– our older members and our members who have 

health conditions which could make getting 

COVID-19 deadly.  We have all heard stories of 

how churches have opened too early, only to 

become hot spots of the disease, with parishioners 

dying or critically ill.  This is what I hope to avoid 

by our staying closed for the time being.  I know 

that other UMC’s in Hagerstown have reopened, but 

again, I need to make the decision based on OUR 

congregation. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+6%3A2&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29174a


When we do open, our worship will look very 

different.  This is the opening protocol that we, the 

reopening committee, have created: 

1. Everyone will wear a mask. 

2. Social distancing – sitting at least 6 feet 

apart will be in place.  To this end, we will 

actually be marking the pews to show where 

it is safe to sit. 

3. Singing will not be allowed.  Studies show 

that singing and humming aerosolizes the 

droplets coming from our mouths, spreading 

the droplets further. 

4. Bathroom use will be monitored so that 

everyone who enters our bathrooms remains 

safe.   

5. For communion, we will use pre-packaged 

communion elements.  Each one will have to 

be sanitized and placed in the pews.  Since 

removing masks is not recommended, we 

will probably have you take them home after 

they have been consecrated in the worship 

service.   

6. We will not be meeting for Sunday School – 

the shorter the time we are together the safer 

we will be. 

7. Greeters at the door will be making sure 

people not in family groups enter and exit 6 

ft. apart. 

8. We will be removing hymnals and Bibles 

from the pews so that they do not become 

contaminated.   

9. We will not have bulletins to distribute due 

to contamination issues. 

10.   The offering will be collected either by 

having folks drop it off at the door or bring 

to the altar.  We will not be passing the 

plates. 

11. We will have hand sanitizer available and 

we will each be required to use it before and 

after the service. 

 

Before you return to worship, we ask that you 

answer these questions to make sure you are taking 

the best precautions for you: 

1. Am I at a higher risk for COVID-19 

infection? 

2. Am I over age 65? 

3. Do I have any of the following conditions:  

diabetes, hypertension, heart or lung disease,  

comprised immune system? 

4. Am I under a quarantine or stay-at-home 

order? 

5. Do I live or work in close proximity with a 

person who has been sick or diagnosed with 

COVID-19 during the past 14 days? 

6. Do I currently have a fever or any of the 

following symptoms:  cough, difficulty 

breathing, sore throat, muscle or chest pain, 

fatigue, headache, congestion, runny nose, 

digestive upset? 

If you say yes to any, PLEASE do not come to 

church.  These questions are for your own safety 

as well as the safety of others.   

As you can see, there is a lot that goes into planning 

for reopening.  I am grateful for the leaders who 

have been working with me to reopen.  Those on 

the reopening committee include:  Brian Tedrick, 

Cindy Tedrick, Bekah Bryon, Mike Bolinger, Kathy 

Jones and Jonathon Leonard.  Thank you, all for 

helping with this difficult decision! 

We will continue to be together.  Just because the 

building has had to be closed doesn’t mean that we 

have been closed.  We are still the Body of Christ 

called Grace United Methodist Church.  We have a 

rich history in our community and we will continue 

to be in ministry after COVID-19 is over.  We will 

look forward to what God has in store for us! 

A word about pastoral care – it is not safe for me to 

visit you in person.  The area nursing homes and 

hospitals are currently closed to visitors, even 

pastors.  In the fall, I’m thinking about “drive-by” 

visits – visiting you while I stay by my car and you 

stay on your porch!  I am also available by phone:  

443-848-3006 – please do not hesitate to call!! 

In Christ, 

Pastor Margaret 



Ways to 

Worship 

 

There are three ways to stay connected through 

worship! 

Through Face book on our Grace UMC page. 

On the Grace UMC website:  graceumchag.org 

Sermon by Phone:  dial 301-393-0823 to hear the 

whole service 

How are we doing worship?  Pastor Margaret and 

Jonathan meet at Grace UMC to record the sermon 

and service for the following week.  We are blessed 

to have one of our choristers, Carol Niedringhaus, 

singing our hymns and psalter remotely.  Jonathan 

plays the organ. For the Apostles Creed, Gloria 

Patri and Lord’s Prayer, Jonathan uses our 

congregation using past recordings.  When he has 

all the components to our service, Jonathan spends 

8-12 hours putting together the finished worship 

service!   

 

 

I am so grateful for my co-workers in ministry, 

Cindy Tedrick and Jonathan Leonard.  They have 

been working on our behalf during the pandemic.  

Cindy goes into the church once a week to collect 

the mail and check for phone messages.  Three 

times a week, she sends out emails I mail to the 

congregation.  She puts up with my phone calls and 

crazy ideas and I am most grateful!!  Jonathan has 

continued playing the organ for our virtual worship.  

In addition, he records worship with me each week, 

and then spends several hours a week putting 

worship together and then on-line. Thank you both 

for being partners in crime, I mean, ministry!!   

Pastor Margaret 

 

 

A Prayer as I Put 

my Mask On 

 

Creator, as I prepare 

to go into the world, 

help me to see the 

sacrament in the wearing of this cloth.  Let it be 

an outward sign of an inward grace — a 

tangible and visible way of living love for my 

neighbors as I love myself. 

 

Christ, since my lips will be covered, uncover 

my heart, that people would see my smile in 

the crinkles around my eyes.  Since my voice 

may be muffled, help me to speak clearly, not 

only with my words but with my actions. 

 

Holy Spirit, as the elastic touches my ears, 

remind me to listen carefully — and full of care 

to all those I meet.  May this simple piece of 

cloth be shield and banner and each breath 

that it holds be filled with your love.  In your 

name and in the name of love I pray.  May it be 

so?  May it be so?  

 

Rev. Dr. Richard Bott, moderator of the United 

Church, is the author of this beautiful prayer. 

 

 

 

 

Please take note effective immediately the 

phone number for Grace church has been 

changed to:  240-850-2934 

 



Hello from 
the finance 
committee. 

 

It seems like forever since I have seen all of you. I 

miss everyone terribly.  

Thanks to Pastor Margaret, Marie, Brian, Emily and 

Cindy our bills are being taken care of. 

The major concern is that tithing is down quite 

significantly.  Even though we are not physically 

there the bills keep coming in. I would like to 

encourage you to be faithful to God and his 

Church.  Pray about what he wants you to give and 

then obey Him.   

In Christian Love, 

Charlene Gearhart (Finance Chair) 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The coronavirus outbreak has altered the lives of 

people worldwide – whether through illness, 

death, job loss, or the disruption of physical 

distancing. And, the ministry and programs of 

Grace Church have likewise been affected.  

Many churches have seen a decline in giving since 

mid-March but in these uncertain times we have a 

significant opportunity to be a beacon of hope. One 

of the most important things we can do is sustain 

our stewardship so we can continue to serve the 

Lord Jesus. While some churches have been hit 

harder than ours, Grace Church is beginning to feel 

the financial constraints related to this crisis. Losing 

the ability to gather at the church and hold 

traditional services has made it a bit of a challenge 

to collect tithes and offerings, especially because 

we do not have online giving tools in place. 

Additionally, several members have passed away in 

recent months, and it is likely that some folks have 

paused their giving due to job losses or fear of the 

future.  All of these “new normal” factors impact 

our finances, but we need to stay strong and 

accomplish great things for the Kingdom of God. 

In this season of crisis and economic volatility, we 

have reduced unnecessary spending with the 

realization that money not spent is money reserved 

for future needs or emergencies. We are taking a 

fresh look at the budget from a zero-based 

perspective in which we budget at zero (no 

expenses) and then add in expenses by priority 

such as payroll, insurance premiums, utilities, etc. 

Many previously budgeted expenses now fall in to 

the “nice-to-have” rather than the “need-to-have” 

category.  

The Church is still the Church, and as always, funds 

are required to minister to people and share the 

Gospel.  We will continue to reach members and 

the community at large through the church 

website, email, and newsletters. More recently we 

have added streaming technology and worship by 

phone, and these ministry programs need to be 

funded.  

We often do a poor job of asking for money in the 

church but during this crisis it’s important to ask for 

your continued support.  So, if you’re able, please 

give your tithes and offerings by mail or drop off at 

the church office. 

Thank you for your support and understanding. 

Together, with faith in God and each other, we will 

endure this current challenge.  

Blessings, 

Brian Tedrick 

 



We extend 

our sincere 

sympathy to 

family and 

friends who 

have recently   

 

Gordon E. Sanders - January 21, 2020  

Walter “Gabby” Hess - January 26, 2020  

Rev. Richard C. Chambers - March 4, 2020  

Mildred Murray - March 9, 2020  

 B. Ecile Shaw - March 17, 2020 

Gilbert C. “Gib” Noll – April 29, 2020 

Marjorie “Marge” Peters – May 9, 2020 

Lois Green – May 23, 2020  

Ragan  H. R. Shaw, Jr. – June 9, 2020 

Janet Louise Young – July 3, 2020 

Shirley Vada Blevins – July 13, 2020 

Kenneth Melvin Green – July 17, 2020  

Donovan  M.“Donnie”  Boward August 7, 2020 

 

  
Gifts 

Improvement Fund 

In loving memory of Gordon E. Sanders : Jeff and 

 Carolyn Crist, Phil Haynes, Earlene Johnson, 

 Virginia  Kline, Sandy Kendall, Dick and Karen 

 Hel frich, Rosalie Ridenour, Roy and Donna 

 Shoop, Mr. and Mrs. James Huber, Mrs. 

 Barbara Eicheberger, Mr. and Mrs. David 

 Dorsey, Mr. Martin Line, Bill and Lucy 

 Kauffman, Mrs. Barbara Reynolds, Bill 

 Reynolds III, Anne Gurney,  Jerry and Rose 

 Shank, Jack and Marie Rogers, Christian 

 Couples Class, Joan Miller, Merrill and Mary 

 Lynch, Mr. and Mrs. Carl Gearhart, Connie 

 Sanders, Cheryl Kataline 

In loving memory of Walter (Gabby) Hess: Mr. and 

 Mrs. Jeffrey Miles, Mr. Martin Line, Sandy 

 Kendall, Roy and Donna Shoop, John and 

 Barbara Beair, We Brothers Class, Jerry and 

 Rose Shank, Rodger and Ruby Sheffer, Tony 

 and Rhonda Weaver, Sara Weaver and Family, 

 Mrs. Ruby Ryan, Mrs. Mary Coldsmith, Mr. and 

 Mrs. Harvey Biser and Family, Mrs. Bridget 

 Pearl, Mr. and Mrs. Russell S. Miller, Earlene 

 Johnson, Jack and Marie Rogers, Friendship 

 Men’s Class, Temple Builders Class, Gale and 

 Wanda Stouffer 

In loving memory of B. Ecile Shaw:  Carl and Rose 

 Marie Gearhart, Nancy Dunn, Barbara Shives, 

 Charles and Betty Martin, Dave and Sue 

 Dorsey, Christian Couples Class, Virginia 

 Kline, Bob and Lou Kline, Dick and Karen 

 Helfrich, Charles and Phyllis Batt,  Bill and 

 Lucy Kauffman, Tim and Carleta 

 Sprecher, Bill and Jane Staley, Penny Artz, 

 Philip Haynes, Jerry and Rose Shank, Connie 

 Sanders, Earlene Johnson, Jack and Marie 

 Rogers, Harold and Barbara Macht, Daisy 

 Wolfensberger 

 In loving memory of Marjorie (Marge) Peters: 

 Ruann Cramer, Virginia Kline, Connie 

 Sanders, Bob and Lou Kline, Earlene Johnson, 

 Joseph and Patti Keller, Bonnie Diaddezio, Dick 

 and Karen Helfrich, Roy and Donna Shoop, 

 Jack and Marie Rogers, Jerry and Rose Shank, 

 Patsy Shadrach, Faye Metz, Daisy 

 Wolfensberger 

In loving memory of Ragan H. R. Shaw, Jr.: 

 Nancy Dunn, Harold and Barbara Macht, 

 National Assoc. of Letter Carriers Branch 443, 

 Charles and Betty Martin, Dave and Sue 

 Dorsey, Dick and  Karen Helfrich, Bob and Lou 

 Kline, Barbara Shives, Christian Couples S/S    



Improvement Fund   (continued) 

In loving memory of Ragan H. R. Shaw, Jr.   

  (cont.) 

 Class, Carl and Rose Marie Gearhart, Ginny 

 Kline, Faye Metz, Sam and Pat Murray,  

 Penny Artz, Bill and Lucy Kauffman, Connie 

 Sanders, Daisy Wolfensberger, Phil Haynes  

 Jerry and Rose Shank, Earlene Johnson, Roy 

 and Donna Shoop, Jack and Marie Rogers 

In loving memory of Henry F. DeLauney for his 

 96th birthday on June 26, 2020: Donna 

 DeLauney 

In loving memory of Gilbert (Gib) Noll: Daisy 

 Wolfensberger 

In honor of Polly Martin and Earlene Johnson: 

 Donna DeLauney  

General Fund 

In loving memory of Gordon E. Sanders: Bill and 

 Polly Martin, Vergie Smith 

In loving memory of Brian Clarke:  Mike 

 Clements 

In loving memory of B. Ecile Shaw: Bill and Polly                             

 Martin, Vergie Smith 

In loving memory of Ragan H. R. Shaw, Jr: - Bill 

 and Polly Martin, Vergie Smith  

Friendship Men’s Class  

In loving memory of Walter “Gabby” Hess: Donna 

 DeLauney 

United Methodist Men  

In honor of Linn Davison and Rodger Sheffer:  

 Donna DeLauney 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS  

2020 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 

Ryan Goodenough 

Ryan graduated from Aledo High School in Texas 

and will attend A & M University to study Forensic 

Science. 

Ryan is the son of Renee (Johnson) and Keith 

Goodenough,  

and the grandson of Earlene Johnson. 

      “Ryan is a caring, loving young man that would 

rather be fishing or hunting than doing anything else.  

One winter he decided that the homeless in Fort Worth 

needed sleeping bags so he contacted organizations in 

the area and was able to collect over 100 sleeping bags 

for them. He also enjoys all sports.  He played on the 

offensive line for the State Championship Aledo 

Bearcats this year.  He is a member of the National 

Honor Society and will be attending A & M University in 

the fall studying forensic science.  He is working this 

summer as an assistant to the Aledo football coaches. As 

most teenagers, he can stretch the limits of parental 

rules.  He has a wonderful sense of humor and makes me 

laugh whenever I am with him.”  - - - bobo 

 

Daniel Kim 

Daniel graduated from McDonough School in Maryland 

and will attend Columbia University to pursue a medical 
degree, he also has musical/acting interests. 

Daniel is the son of Preston and Elizabeth Kim, 

and the grandson of Cordell and Patty Leonard 

Daniel is a sum laude graduate of McDonough School in 
Maryland.  

Daniel has been a straight A student, received 

numerous citizenship, scholastic, and musical awards 



 

Emily Madison Shank 

Emily graduated from North Hagerstown High School 

with honors and a GPA of 3.92 

While at North High, Emily was a member of the varsity 

softball team and All County First Team  

her sophomore year. She received a Celebration of 

Excellence recognition and was elected  

 Star Student in Physical Education. 

Emily will attend Hagerstown Community College to 

pursue an 

Associates Degree studying Radiological Technology. 

Emily is the granddaughter of Jerry and Rose Shank. 

 

Zane Austin Linwood Taulton 

Zane graduated from Barbara Ingram School for the 

Arts/Vocal Theatre 

and will attend Young Americans College for the 

Performing Arts in  

Corona, California studying Vocal Theatre. 

Zane is the son of Charlena Hose 

and the grandson of Carol Hose and the late Terry Hose. 

 

2020 COLLEGE GRADUATES 

 

Taylor Steven Shank 

Taylor graduated on May 8th, from the University of 

South Florida  

with a Bachelor's Degree in Social Science Education 

with a GPA of 3.74.   

He was a member of the University Club Baseball team. 

  

He plans to teach High School History and hopes to 

become a baseball coach. 

Taylor is the grandson of Jerry and Rose Shank. 

 

2020 MIDDLE SCHOOL GRADUATES 

 

Kylie Ann Knight 

Kylie graduated from E. Russell Hicks Middle School 
where she was on the  

distinguished honor roll, and was a member of the 
volleyball team for 3 years.  

Her desire is to attend St. Maria Goretti High 
School next year. 

Kylie is the daughter of Jennifer Childs and Step-

father Thomas Childs,  

and the granddaughter of JC and Rochelle Martin. 

 

Mayzi McKenzie Shank 

Mayzi graduated from Western Heights Middle School 

where she has been  

on the distinguished honor roll every marking period for 

the past three years.   

She has been accepted at the Barbara Ingram School for 

the Arts  

where she will be a member of their Musical Theater 

program. 

Mayzi is the granddaughter of Jerry and Rose Shank. 

May God Bless each of you as you 
begin this new chapter in your lives 

 

Grace United Methodist Church 

712 Church Street 

Hagerstown, Maryland 21740 

Phone: 240-850-2934 (new #) 
Pastor:   The Rev. Margaret Clemons 

Email:    revmeclemons@gmail.com 

Website:   www.graceumchag.org 

Email:   graceumchagerstown@gmail.com 

Office Hours: 

Temporarily closed 

Cindy Tedrick – Administrative Coordinator 

Jonathan Leonard – Music Director 
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