
Beloved in Christ, 

 

For the last ten days, I have been communicating by email with church leaders about how to best be the church 

in the midst of Covid-19, the coronavirus.  I have been getting emails daily from church gurus about changes 

in worship – from keeping a distance while passing the peace to doing communion differently and I have been 

sharing these ideas.  I have been grateful for the feedback I have received from church leaders.   

 On March 11, the disease was listed as a pandemic.  On March 12, I listened to Governor Hogan’s news 

conference about the actions the state government was taking to lessen the spread of the disease.  I sent an 

email to church leaders asking if we should close our doors for two weeks and said that as much as I hate 

closing church, I was leaning toward doing so.  Shortly after I sent that email, Bishop Easterling, our bishop, 

sent a letter recommending that ALL Maryland churches be closed March 15 and 22.  At the recommendation 

of the Bishop and Governor, Grace UMC will be closed for all activities during this two week period.  Hopefully 

and prayerfully, we can gather again on March 29. 

 In one of my emails to the church leaders, I wrote that I wasn’t taught in seminary how to pastor during a 

pandemic!  Here is what I will be doing during this time of social distancing. 

 +PRAYING – daily and intently for our world, for those who have the disease and people on the front line 

of the disease, for those who mourn lives lost to the disease, and for researchers working on cures and vaccines.  

I will be praying for those for whom this disease is a loss of income and jobs.  I will also be praying for each of 

you. 

 +Making calls to make sure everyone is doing all right. 

 +Sending out meditations from time to time via email and posting them on our website.  

www.graceumchag.org 

 +Continuing to fast and pray Mondays during Lent for discernment on where God would have us go.  I ask 

you to join me. 

 One of the concerns about not worshipping together on Sundays is that we lose offering.  I ask that you tuck 

away the money you were planning to give to God these next two weeks and bring it to church on Sunday, 

March 29 when hopefully we will be together for worship again.   

 I will be available by phone (443-848-3006) or email (revmeclemons@gmail.com), please do not hesitate to 

call me.  If you need anything, like groceries, or if you are lonely, please reach out to me.   

 Grace UMC is a loving church and social distancing is not our thing!  We will try to reach out in new ways and 

continue to be a congregation who loves because God first loved us.  I am so grateful for each and every one 

of you! 

  

In Christian Love and Hope, 

  

Pastor Margaret 


